Migrating Your Blog from Blogger to WordPress
Scott Nesbitt



Introduction

If you currently use Blogger and are considering a move todRogss, you can migrate your blog fairly
quickly and easily. There are a few things that you'll havekéep in mind when doing the migration,

though. Read on for some tips on how to do the migration froog8ér to WordPress, regardless of how
you're hosting your Blogger weblog.

Getting Going

Obviously, the first step in the migration process is to ihstad configure WordPress. There are three ways
to get a WordPress blog. The first isdownloadthe WordPress software from WordPress.org. Or, you can
sign up for an account that's hostedvabrdPress.comlif your Web hosting company supports it, the other
way is to automatically install WordPress using your Welnaot's control panel and a Web application like
Fantasticar SimpleScripts.

Once you have WordPress up and running, you can begin thatoigr The steps involved in the migration
differ depending on how you are hosting and publishing ydog bThere are two options hosting/publishing
options available: migrate from Blogger’s servers or fromuryown Web site.

Migrating from Blogger’s Servers

Many Blogger users host their weblogs on Blogger's servefgu can tell which ones do that because
the URL of the blog contains blogspot.com — for example, mghilogspot.com. If this is you, then the
migration is straightforward.


http://wordpress.org/download
http://wordpress.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fantastico_web_hosting
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First, log into your WordPress administration panel. [epénof how] Then, clickvanage > Import. From
there, click theBlogger link.

A page will appear, asking you whether or not you want to gived®ress access to your Blogger account.
Click OK. If all goes well, a list of blogs appears, long with the numdieentries for those blogs.

Next, clickImport. The entire process takes less than a minute, even withea ltdog. Once it’s finished,
you can apply templates and modify your new WordPress blggio heart’s content.
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But what happens if you host your blog on your own Web server@ll,\the process gets a little more
involved. The extra work involved is worthwhile, though.

Migrating from your own Web Server to WordPress

Blogger enables you to post your blog to your own Web serveheiou create a blog entry, Blogger
uploads your blog and its archives, &P or SFTPF, using the log in information that you provided when
you set up the blog. Even though your blog’s data is mirroreBlogger’s servers, the published files (which
WordPress is interested in) aren’t. And that could causevafeblems.

Recently, | tried to migrate a couple of blogs from my old Welstito the WordPress blogs that I'd set up on
my new host. | followed the instructions that are detailedieraand the blogs appeared in the list. However,
when | clickedlmport nothing happened. This was frustrating because althougkw khe process wasn't
working, | couldn’t figure out why.

Eventually, | came up with a simple solution: publish thegoto Blogger’s servers and then try the im-
port again. Publishing your blog to Blogger's servers isyeamd won't affect the blog on your web
server in any way. To change your Blogger publishing sedtirmgjck Settings > Publishing. Then, click
Switch to:Blogspot.comand enter a Blogger address. This doesn’'t have to be a sexitulress — | entered
http://jugglingpanda.blogspot.com for one of my blogstefthat, clickSave Settings.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File_Transfer_Protocol
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SFTP
http://blogspot.com/ target=_blank
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Subject to availability.

Send Pings Vs B

Pings blog update notification services that many individuals and service

From here, follow the instructions for migrating a blog fr@togger’s server that are detailed earlier.

If you're moving from one Web host to another, try to make gheg the folder containing your WordPress
blog on your new server has the same name as the one housinBlggger weblog on your old server — for
examplewebl og/ . If that's not possible, you'll have to redirect visitorsttee new location of your blog.
You can find more information about setting up a redirectiere

Next Steps

While the migration process is safe, you might find that yeuast some or all of the images and comments
that were associated with your Blogger weblog. If you useaBér's comments feature then any comments
will migrate properly. But Blogger didn't always have a commts feature, especially for blogs that were
published to a separate Web server. So, if you outsourcedogouments to a service likdaloscathose
comments will be lost.

You'll also lose your links to other blogs and Web sites (adatied ablogroll). If you want to include them
in your WordPress blog, you'll have to add them by haRdrmalinks- permanent links to old posts — don't
always carry over properly, either. The instructidgreseexplain how to preserve permalinks.
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http://www.haloscan.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blogroll
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Permalink
http://justinsomnia.org/2006/10/maintain-permalinks-moving-from-blogger-to-wordpress

You should, at the very least, keep the front page of your gdogveblog with a note that your blog has
moved, along with a pointer to the new location.

On the other hand, there are a few things that you will neea ibybu hosted your Blogger weblog on your
own Web server. The first is point visitors to your new blog.a@tes are, the main page of your Blogger
weblog was named blogger.html or index.html. A WordPreeg,bbn the other hand, uses index.php as the
name of its front page. If you want the people who visited yaoldrblog to be automatically redirected to
your new one, just create an empty file with the same name asBfogger front page, and then add the
following to the header of that file:

<META HTTP- EQUI V="Refresh” CONTENT="1; URL=i ndex. php">

This will force a visitor's browser to jump to the new main pagThe redirection will only take about a
second, and shouldn’t be noticeable. If you've installeddpess in another folder on your Web site, or on
site with a different domain name, include the name of thddobr location of your WordPress blog before
index.php in the redirect statement above.

A little paranoia is always good. In this case, that meangibgaup your blog. Doing this with a Blogger
weblog is a bit involved. The full instructions for backing vour blog arenere

You might find, as | did, that having your old blog on Bloggealhg serves no purpose — especially after
you've backed it up. So, why not delete it? To do that, log Blogger and clickSettings > Basic. Then,
click Delete This Blog. Click OK on the confirmation message and, presto, your Blogger wablog
more.

Final thoughts

Migrating your blog from Blogger to WordPress can be quiteyed hat doesn’t mean you won't run into
any bumps along the way. But once you know where those bunepyau can easily get around them and
start enjoying the power and flexibility of publishing youod using WordPress.


http://help.blogger.com/bin/answer.py?answer=41447&amp;query=backup&amp;topic=&amp;type=f

